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COURSE OUTLINE 

Class schedule                     Tuesday, 2:30-5:20pm, via Microsoft Teams (link in Brightspace) 

Professor’s office hours    Immediately after class. Also available by appointment on weekdays. 

Contact                                 Email brown@uottawa.ca and include “POL4350” in the subject line.  

Any questions sent by email should receive a response within two business days or during the 
following class if taken place within the 48 hours following receipt of the email. Please do not 
expect the professor to check his email on weekends or holidays. Do not use the Teams chat 
function to communicate with him because it might take several days before he notices. 

OFFICIAL COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Advanced synthesis and critique of the main debates and analytical approaches in the field of 
comparative politics. 

GENERAL COURSE OBJECTIVES 
Comparative politics is the subfield of political science that focuses on political phenomena in 
various historical, cultural and institutional contexts, primarily at the national and subnational 
level (without neglecting transnational and international influences). Building on the knowledge 
and skills that students have acquired during their undergraduate studies, this course examines 
many of the main themes of comparative politics, notably concepts and issues related to the state 
and regimes, political economy, and various components of identity. The seminar format and 
emphasis on individual research and critical analysis will help students improve their knowledge 
of the field of comparative politics, as well as refine their own research and analytical skills. 

The course’s specific objectives are for the student to: 

1) Recognize the main issues that structure the field of comparative politics and distinguish them 
from those of other fields, such as international relations.  

mailto:brown@uottawa.ca
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2) Identify important theoretical and methodological debates that address the different issues in 
the field.  

3) Learn the distinction between analytical and normative approaches in the study of controversial 
issues such as the choice of political regime, political mobilization, the link between politics and 
the economy, the distribution of wealth and the importance of identity. 

TEACHING METHODS 
This course is a seminar, organized around the collective analysis of readings, rather than lectures. 
It is therefore essential that students do all the readings before class and participate actively.  

To launch the in-class discussions of the readings, a student designated in advance will briefly 
“introduce” (but not summarize) each reading. They are expected to make a few analytical 
comments, critically assessing or raising questions about the reading in order to elicit discussion. 
The introduction should not last more than 2–3 minutes. 

ASSESSMENT METHODS 
Reaction papers 

Over the course of the semester, students must write 3–5 reaction papers of about one page in 
length (single-spaced) on one of the assigned readings. They are to be submitted via email before 
the beginning of the class for which that reading is assigned. They should be sent as a Microsoft 
Word attachment (doc, docx or rtf file). At least one of them must be for a week in each of the 
three parts of the course (see schedule below). 

The purpose of a reaction paper is to analyze the reading. This could involve an analytical 
commentary on the reading’s arguments and content, its logical implications and/or its 
relationship with theory or other readings, potentially highlighting key weaknesses in 
methodology, evidence or generalizability. It is crucial to remember that reaction papers must 
not be descriptions, summaries or personal appreciations of the readings.  

A few suggestions:  

• If you raise questions left unanswered by the text, try to answer them yourself. If you 
name elements that are missing from the text, explain why they matter and what impact 
they would have on the reading’s argument. If they make no difference, there is not much 
point in raising the omission. You have only one page, so use it to make somewhat 
important points, not just nitpick.  

• If you think the reading is brilliant and you agree with everything, try to extend the 
argument and apply it to other areas, potentially discussing some implications of the 
argument/findings for policymakers. You can also consider where the argument should 
be placed on the structure-agency continuum. 

• Be critical, but remember to be reasonable and fair. Authors have limited time and 
funding to conduct their research, as well as limited space in which to write it up. Not 
every text can cover everything that might be interesting. 

• A final recommendation: Before submitting your reaction paper, reread each paragraph and 
ask yourself whether the content of that paragraph is what the author is saying or what you 
are arguing. If you are just repeating the author’s points, delete the paragraph. It can be a 
challenge, but you need to find your own voice. 

Keep in mind that academic texts in the social sciences are not meant to be just factual, unlike 
newspaper articles and Wikipedia entries that solely provide information. You are not expected 
to know more than the authors about the empirical facts that they are writing about (but should 
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not refrain from pointing out important errors if you see any). However, as an upper-level 
undergraduate student, you should be able to assess the quality of the text’s argumentation and 
make connections that go beyond the text. If you find this exercise difficult, it is a sign that your 
analytical skills could use some sharpening. Consider that an important skill that you could 
develop over the course of the semester. 

Under no circumstances will reaction papers be accepted after class starts. Students must submit 
a minimum of three reaction papers on three different weeks, one per part of the course. If they 
wish, students may hand in an additional reaction paper on one or two other weeks, in which case 
the three highest marks will be used in the calculation of the final grade. However, you cannot 
use that option to skip a reaction paper for any part of the course. Students who do not submit 
a reaction paper for one of the three parts of the course will get a zero for that reaction paper, 
which cannot be discounted under the provision for best-three-out-of-four or best-three-out-
of-five. 

No more than five reaction papers will be accepted. More than one reaction paper on a given 
week’s readings is not permitted. A reaction paper may not be submitted for a reading that has 
already been discussed in class. Students who submit fewer than two reaction papers will receive 
“EIN” as their final mark (failure/incomplete). 
 
Term paper 

Students will write a 16–18 page research paper (typed and double-spaced, not including the 
cover page, bibliography or notes, normal margins). They can choose their own topic, but it should 
fall within the realm of comparative politics, broadly defined, and must be approved by the 
professor in a one-on-one video meeting no later than February 2. Failure to have the topic 
approved will result in a 5% deduction from the student’s final mark. Possible topics include case 
studies of a comparative politics issue or phenomenon applied to one or more countries (e.g., 
conflict, democratization, state institutions, civil society, development strategies, the politics of 
identity or social movements). 

A research paper proposal should be submitted in a Word file via email by March 2. If you do not 
receive an acknowledgement of receipt within one working day, please resend it. The proposal 
should consist of a summary of the paper, including an explicit statement of the research 
question, the tentative argument, the analytical framework and an outline (typed, one page, 
single-spaced), as well as an annotated preliminary bibliography of at least 12 academic sources, 
of which a minimum of six must be academic journal articles (no page limit). The annotation refers 
to a one-paragraph specification of how the source will be useful specifically for your paper. It 
should not be a summary of the text. 

The term paper is due on April 20, to be submitted by email in Word format. If you do not receive 
an acknowledgement of receipt within one working day, please resend it. The paper should draw 
on at least 15 scholarly sources, including a minimum of eight journal articles.  

Please note that this course’s readings may be used as references, but they do not count towards 
the total number of sources, nor do articles from “predatory journals”. It may seem obvious to 
most students, but sources that are not cited in the paper should not be included in the 
bibliography and entries in the bibliography should be alphabetized by the author’s last name. 

The time that the email was received will count as the time of submission of assignments. 
Proposals and papers received after midnight will count as having been handed in on the following 
day. Sometimes emails go astray, so please save a copy of your submission email for all 
assignments in your sent folder. 

Extensions will not be provided unless cleared at least one week in advance by the professor. Last-
minute exceptions will be made only for illness or other unforeseen situations deemed serious by 
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the Faculty of Social Sciences and supported by adequate documentation (see below for 
procedure on how to request a deferral online). Each day of late submission results in a penalty 
of 5%. Term papers and proposals will not be accepted if more than seven days late, in which 
case the student will receive a failing grade (EIN). 

Oral presentations  

Students will make a very short oral presentation on their term paper, to be followed by 
questions, comments and suggestions from the class, on the last two days of the course, March 
30 and April 6. At least 48 hours before class meets, presenters should email to all seminar 
participants a handout of 2-4 pages that clearly states the research question, the tentative 
argument, the analytical framework, the structure of the paper and any other information that 
might be useful for eliciting feedback. (Some details might be adjusted at a later date, depending 
on course enrollment.) 

Attendance and participation 

This component of your mark will be based on your attendance and in particular your 
participation. Participation is assessed every week according to the following scale: absent = 0; 
present but did not participate = 1; minimal participation = 1½; active participation, depending on 
the quality of comments = between 2 and 3 points. Points will be deducted if students do not 
arrive on time or stay until the end. Students who miss more than three classes, in whole or in 
part, will receive “EIN” as their final mark, which is a failing grade. 

Here are a few questions to guide your critical reading of a text. They are meant to help you think 
about a reading before we discuss it in class. They can also help you develop your analysis for a 
reaction paper, but they are not meant a checklist or formula for writing a reaction paper. 

• Starting point: What does the text seek to do? Does it have an explicit or implicit 
research question? Which one?  

• Key question: What is the text’s central argument? Is it clearly stated? 

• Who is the text speaking to? How is the author contributing to an ongoing debate? 

• Is the central argument well supported? Is the evidence adequate? Are there 
counterarguments or counterexamples that challenge the argument?  

• Is the logic of the argument convincing? Are there gaps in the way the argument is 
made? Is it based on any unjustified premises? Is there a plausible alternative 
explanation? 

• What is the text’s methodological approach? How appropriate is it? Does the 
methodology have any significant weaknesses? Would there have been a better way to 
answer the research question? 

• How generalizable are the findings beyond the case(s) examined in the text? 

• What are the implications of the argument?  

• What links can we draw between this reading and the texts we previously read, the 
discussions we had in class or theoretical approaches? 

If remote classes are recorded, the professor will notify you before turning on the recording and 
it will be done in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act in 
Ontario and with University Policy 90. In such circumstances, your personal information will be 
collected under the authority of the University of Ottawa Act, 1965. The sessions will be recorded 
for purposes consistent with the fulfillment of the course learning activities and outcomes. The 
recording may include the use of your video presence, picture, and voice. If you choose not to 
have your picture or voice recorded, you may disable the audio and video functionality or request 

https://www.uottawa.ca/administration-and-governance/policy-90-access-information-and-protection-privacy
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accommodation from your instructor. The recording will be available only to authorized 
individuals through University of Ottawa systems. If you have questions about the collection, use 
and disclosure of your personal information in this notice, please contact your instructor. 

Student access to the recordings is conditional on them using the recordings solely for the purpose 
of the course. In order to respect participants’ privacy, students must not share a class recording 
in whole or in part with anyone else or make it available to other people in any way, nor record a 
class themselves. All class recording files must be deleted from all systems upon completion of 
the semester. 

Components of the final mark 

Evaluation format Weight Date 

Reaction papers (3, 4 or 5) 30% At least one each for Jan. 19-Feb. 
2, Feb. 9-March 2 and March 9-23 

Term paper proposal 10% March 2  

Term paper handout/presentation 5% March 28/30 or April 4/6 

Term paper 35% April 20 

Attendance and participation 20% Throughout the semester 

 
Failure to complete work worth a total of 15% or more of the final grade or missing four or more 
classes (in whole or in part) will result in an incomplete for the course (EIN), which is a failing 
grade. For instance, an EIN will be given to students who hand in only one of the three compulsory 
reaction papers or who skip one of the compulsory reaction papers and do not submit a term 
paper proposal. 

This marking scheme applies to all students. Please do not ask for any additional work for credit, 
to redo an assignment or for a mark to be “bumped up”, as such measures would be unfair to 
students who are not accorded a similar opportunity and, moreover, are not permitted under 
university regulations. 
 

Policy on class attendance, language quality, absence from an 
examination and late submissions 

Class attendance is necessary to successfully complete this course. Your work will also be judged 
on your writing abilities. It is recommended to take the appropriate measures to avoid mistakes 
such as spelling, syntax, punctuation, inappropriate use of terms, etc.  

Late submissions are not tolerated. Exceptions are made only for illness or other serious 
situations. There will be a penalty for late submissions. A penalty of 5% will be deducted for each 
subsequent calendar day following the due date. This applies for assignments submitted through 
email, and, in that case, the time that the email was received will be counted as the time of 
submission of the document. Assignments will not be accepted if more than seven calendar days 
late. Reaction papers will not be accepted after class has started. 

University regulations require all absences from exams and all late submissions due to illness to 
be supported by a medical certificate (including the student’s name, the date of both the absence 
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and the return to studies, the medical consultation date, and the physician’s signature), by filling 
out a Request for a Deferred Mark. Absence from an examination or test and the late submission 
of assignments due to exceptional personal circumstances must be justified in writing as well, by 
filling out a Request for a Deferred Mark. The academic unit and the Faculty concerned reserve 
the right to accept or reject the reasons presented. Reasons such as travel, work and misreading 
of examination schedules are not accepted, except in exceptional and properly documented 
circumstances. 

A Request for a Deferred Mark form must be completed by students for each request and for all 
examinations (exams, tests, assignments). The Request for a Deferred Mark form can be 
obtained at: https://socialsciences.uottawa.ca/students/undergraduate-forms. Once completed, 
the form with supporting documentation (e.g., a medical certificate) will automatically be sent to 
the academic unit that offers the course. The request must be completed within five working days 
of the date of the examination and must respect all the conditions of Academic Regulation I9.5 
(https://www.uottawa.ca/administration-and-governance/academic-regulation-9-evaluation-of-
student-learning).  

We suggest that you advise your professor as early as possible if a religious holiday or a religious 
event will force you to be absent during an evaluation. 
 

Policy on the “EIN” grade for the School of Political Studies 

Course failure – EIN (F): according to regulation 10.6 (https://www.uottawa.ca/administration-
and-governance/academic-regulation-10-grading-system), a student receives the equivalent to a 
failure mark whenever he or she has failed to complete a significant portion of the course 
assignments and/or examinations.  

According to the policy established by the School of Political Studies, a significant portion of the 
work is either one or more examinations (midterm, final) or any work (quizzes, tests, 
presentations, research paper, etc.) worth a total of 15% or more of the final grade. Please note 
that a denied request for a deferral may therefore lead to a failing mark.  

 

Policy on justification of late submission of assignments and take-home 
examinations for the School of Political Studies 
 
The new deadline granted by the School will be equal to the number of working days included in 
the period of disability specified on the medical certificate. 

The medical certificate (sent online by the student with the DFR form) MUST specify in accordance 
with academic regulation 9.5: 

• the name of the student; 

• the date of both the absence and the return to studies; 

• the medical consultation date and the physician’s signature 
 

Determination of the new deadline: 
• If the date of both absence and return to studies are before the due date for the assignment: 
the new deadline will be calculated from the day following the original due date for the 
assignment or take-home exam. 

 
• If the date of return to studies is during or after the due date for the assignment or take-home 
exam: the new deadline will be calculated from the day of the date of return to studies 
specified on the medical certificate. 

https://socialsciences.uottawa.ca/students/undergraduate-forms
https://www.uottawa.ca/administration-and-governance/academic-regulation-9-evaluation-of-student-learning
https://www.uottawa.ca/administration-and-governance/academic-regulation-9-evaluation-of-student-learning
https://www.uottawa.ca/administration-and-governance/academic-regulation-10-grading-system
https://www.uottawa.ca/administration-and-governance/academic-regulation-10-grading-system
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Please note that in the case of a short-term absence, the new deadline established by this 
policy applies even if the request for a deferral has not yet been approved. 
 
Example 1: 

• Due date for an assignment: April 20, 2020.  

• DFR form submitted on April 24, 2020 (as allowed by Academic Regulation 9.5). 

• Disability period specified on the medical certificate: March 19 to 24, 2020 (6 calendar days 
but 4 working days). 

 
New deadline granted: until April 27, 2020, at the same time as on the original due date (4 working 
days following April 20, 2020 and assignment to be handed in on the 5th working day following 
April 20, 2020). If the assignment is handed in after the new deadline, the penalty for late 
submission specified in the course outline may apply. 
 
Example 2: 

• Due date for an assignment: April 20, 2020.  

• DFR form submitted on April 24, 2020 (as allowed by Academic Regulation 9.5). 

• Disability period specified on the medical certificate: April 20, 2020 (1 working day). 

 
New deadline granted: until April 22, 2020, at the same time as on the original due date (1 working 
day following April 20, 2020 and assignment to be handed in on the 2nd working day following 
April 20, 2020). If the assignment is submitted on April 24 (2 days later) or at any time after April 
22, 2020, the penalty for late submission specified in the course outline may apply. 

SCHEDULE  
All readings are available on Brightspace. 

January 12 – Course introduction 

Before class, please watch Snoop Dogg’s short video on the importance of reading the syllabus: 
https://www.cameo.com/v/5f2b392a0299b100202e624a. Do not write a reaction paper on any 
of the readings. 

Landman, Todd. “Comparative Politics and Human Rights”. Human Rights Quarterly, vol. 24, no. 
4 (2002), pp. 890-923. Please focus your attention on the discussion of the comparative 
method.  

Hay, Colin. “Conceptualising structure and agency”, Political Analysis: A Critical Introduction 
(Houndmills, UK and New York: Palgrave, 2002), pp. 93-101. Note that only one section 
of the chapter is assigned. The rest of the chapter is optional.  

Hay, Colin. “King Canute and the ‘Problem’ 
of Structure and Agency: On Times, 
Tides and Heresthetics”. Political 
Studies, vol. 57, no. 2 (2009), pp. 
260-279. Please focus your attention 
on the nature of the structure-
agency debate. 

 
 

https://www.cameo.com/v/5f2b392a0299b100202e624a
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Part 1: States, regimes and institutions 

January 19 – The state 

Tilly, Charles. “War Making and State Making as Organized Crime.” In Peter B. Evans, Dietrich 
Rueschemeyer and Theda Skocpol, eds. Bringing the State Back In (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1985), pp. 169-191. 

Vu, Tuong. “Studying the State through State Formation”. World Politics, vol. 62, no. 1 (2010), pp. 
148-175. 

Scott, James C. Seeing Like a State (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1998), pp. 1-8 and 53-
83. 

January 26 – Democracy and regime transitions 

Tilly, Charles. “Democracy is a Lake”. In George Reid Andrews and Herrick Chapman, eds. The 
Social Construction of Democracy, 1870-1990 (New York: New York University Press, 
1995), pp. 365-87. 

Karl, Terry Lynn and Philippe C. Schmitter. “Modes of transition in Latin America, Southern and 
Eastern Europe”. International Social Science Journal, vol. 128, no. 2 (1991), pp. 267-282. 

Wood, Elisabeth J. “An Insurgent Path to Democracy: Popular Mobilization, Economic Interests, 
and Regime Transition in El Salvador and South Africa”. Comparative Political Studies, vol. 
34, no. 8 (2001), pp. 862-88. 

 

February 2 – Civil society and enduring authoritarianism  

Term paper topic clearance deadline. Last chance to submit a reaction paper for the Part 1 of the 
course. 

Putnam, Robert D. Making Democracy Work: Civic Traditions in Modern Italy (Princeton, NJ: 
Princeton University Press, 1993), pp. 3-16 and 163-85. 

Kalandadze, Katya and Mitchell A. Orenstein. “Electoral Protests and Democratization Beyond the 
Color Revolutions”. Comparative Political Studies, vol. 42, no. 11 (2009), pp. 1403-1425. 

Smith, Amy Erica. “Covid vs. Democracy: Brazil’s Populist Playbook”. Journal of Democracy, vol. 
31, no. 4 (2020), pp. 76-90. 

 

Part 2: Political economy 
 
February 9 – The state and development 

Discussion in class of expectations for term paper proposals. 

Stubbs, Richard. “What ever happened to the East Asian Developmental State? The unfolding 
debate”. The Pacific Review, vol. 22, no. 1 (2009), pp. 1-22. 

Sinha, Aseema. “Rethinking the Developmental State Model: Divided Leviathan and Subnational 
Comparisons in India”. Comparative Politics, vol. 35, no. 4 (2003), pp. 459-76. 

Flores-Macías, Gustavo A. “Statist vs. Pro-Market: Explaining Leftist Governments’ Economic 
Policies in Latin America”. Comparative Politics, vol. 40, no. 4 (2010), pp. 413-433. 

 
February 16 – Reading week (no class) 
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February 23 – The welfare state and advanced capitalism 

Gough, Ian. “Welfare Regimes in Development Contexts: A Global and Regional Analysis.” In Ian 
Gough and Geoff Wood, eds. Insecurity and Welfare Regimes in Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America (Cambridge and New York: Cambridge University Press, 2004), pp. 15-48. 

Rahman, K. Sabeel and Kathleen Thelen. “The Rise of the Platform Business Model and the 
Transformation of Twenty-First-Century Capitalism”. Politics & Society, vol. 47, no. 2 
(2019), pp. 177-204. 

Béland, Daniel, Shannon Dinan, Philip Rocco and Alex Waddan. “Social policy responses to COVID‐
19 in Canada and the United States: Explaining policy variations between two liberal 
welfare state regimes”. Social Policy and Administration (2020, advance version), pp. 1-
15.  

 
March 2 – Politics and natural resource wealth  

Term paper proposals due. Last chance to submit a reaction paper for the second part of the 
course. Discussion in class about academic integrity. 

Kale, Sunila S. and Nimah Mazaheri. “Natural Resources, Development Strategies, and Lower 
Caste Empowerment in India’s Mineral Belt: Bihar and Odisha during the 1990s”. Studies 
in Comparative International Development, vol. 49, no. 3 (2014), pp. 343-369. 

Basedau, Matthias and Jann Lay. “Resource Curse or Rentier Peace? The Ambiguous Effects of Oil 
Wealth and Oil Dependence on Violent Conflict”. Journal of Peace Research, vol. 46, no. 
6 (2009), pp. 757-776. 

Luong, Pauline Jones and Erika Weinthal. “Rethinking the Resource Curse: Ownership Structure, 
Institutional Capacity, and Domestic Constraints”. Annual Review of Political Science, vol. 
9 (2006), pp. 241-63. 

Part 3: Identities 

March 9 – Ethnicity, race and nation 

Discussion in class of expectations for the term paper. 

Brubaker, Rogers. “Ethnicity without Groups”. European Journal of Sociology, vol. 43, no. 2 (2002), 
pp. 163-189. 

Marx, Anthony W. “Race-Making and the Nation-State”. World Politics, vol. 48, no. 2 (1996), 
pp. 180-208. Warning: This text uses the “N-word” when quoting a 19th-century 
document. 

Gladney, Dru. “Representing Nationality in China: Refiguring Minority/Majority Identities”, 
Journal of Asian Studies, vol. 53, no. 1 (1994), pp. 92-123. 

 
March 16 – Gender and sexual orientation 

Hasan, Zoya. “Gender, Religion and Democratic Politics in India”. Third World Quarterly, vol. 31, 
no. 6 (2010), pp. 939-954. 

Sadgrove, Joanna, Robert M. Vanderbeck, Johan Andersson, Gill Valentine and Kevin Ward. 
“Morality plays and money matters: towards a situated understanding of the politics of 
homosexuality in Uganda”. Journal of Modern African Studies, vol. 50, no. 1 (2012), pp. 
103-129. 
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Lambert, Priscilla A. and Druscilla L. Scribner, “A Politics of Difference versus a Politics of Equality: 
Do Constitutions Matter?” Comparative Politics, vol. 41, no. 3 (2009), pp. 337-357. 

 
March 23 – Identity and violence 

Last chance to submit a reaction paper for the third part of the course. 

Dumitru, Diana and Carter Johnson. “Constructing Interethnic Conflict and Cooperation: Why 
Some People Harmed Jews and Others Helped Them during the Holocaust in Romania”. 
World Politics, vol. 63, no. 1 (2011), pp. 1-42. 

Fujii, Lee Ann. “The Power of Local Ties: Popular Participation in the Rwandan Genocide”. Security 
Studies, vol. 17, no. 3 (2008), pp. 568-597. 

Benjaminsen, Tor A. and Boubacar Ba. “Why do pastoralists in Mali join jihadist groups? A political 
ecological explanation”. Journal of Peasant Studies, vol. 46, no. 1 (2019), pp. 1-20. 

 
March 30 – Presentations, Part 1  

Handouts to be distributed 48 hours ahead of time by presenters. 

 
April 6 – Presentations, Part 2 

Handouts to be distributed 48 hours ahead of time by presenters. 

 

INDIGENOUS AFFIRMATION 

ANISHNABE 

Ni manàdjiyànànig Màmìwininì Anishinàbeg, ogog kà nàgadawàbandadjig iyo akì eko weshkad. 
Ako nongom ega wìkàd kì mìgiwewàdj. 
Ni manàdjiyànànig kakina Anishinàbeg ondaje kaye ogog kakina eniyagizidjig enigokamigàg 
Kanadàng eji ondàpinangig endàwàdjin Odàwàng. 
Ninisidawinawànànig kenawendamòdjig kije kikenindamàwin; weshkinìgidjig kaye kejeyàdizidjig. 
Nigijeweninmànànig ogog kà nìgànì sòngideyedjig; weshkad, nongom; kaye àyànikàdj. 

Listen to the audio file 

ENGLISH 

We pay respect to the Algonquin people, who are the traditional guardians of this land. We 
acknowledge their longstanding relationship with this territory, which remains unceded. 
We pay respect to all Indigenous people in this region, from all nations across Canada, who call 
Ottawa home. 
We acknowledge the traditional knowledge keepers, both young and old. 
And we honour their courageous leaders: past, present, and future. 

 

INCLUSION 
 
The Faculty of Social Sciences aims to be an equitable and inclusive institution, actively 
participating in ensuring the wellbeing of students, personnel and faculty members. The Faculty 

https://www.uottawa.ca/indigenous/file/129
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is committed to eliminating obstacles to student inclusion in accordance with the Ontario Human 
Rights Code. Obstacles can be based on age, ancestry, colour, race, citizenship, ethnic origin, place 
of origin, creed, disability, family status, marital status, gender identity, gender expression, record 
of offences, sex and sexual orientation. 
 
If you have experienced discrimination or harassment, you can seek confidential assistance 
through the University Human Rights Office to discuss your situation and/or file a formal 
complaint. 
 
The following uOttawa Campus based services are available to you and your fellow students:  

• uOttawa Counselling Service, including Individual Counselling provided by uOttawa 

Counsellor, Pierre Bercy who specializes in anti-black racism; 

• University of Ottawa Students’ Union (UOSU) Ressources for/from the Black 

Community, Centre for Students with Disabilities, Racialized and Indigenous Students 

Experience Centre, Womxns Resource Centre and uOttawa Pride Centre 

• Anti-racism student committee (email: car.arc.uottawa@gmail.com) 

• Mashkawazìwogamig: Indigenous Resource Centre 

• University of Ottawa’s Human Rights Office, including policies on accessibility.  

SEXUAL VIOLENCE PREVENTION 
The University of Ottawa does not tolerate any form of sexual violence. Sexual violence refers to 
any act of a sexual nature committed without consent, such as rape, sexual harassment or online 
harassment. The University, as well as student and employee associations, offers a full range of 
resources and services allowing members of our community to receive information and 
confidential assistance and providing for a procedure to report an incident or make a complaint. 
For more information, visit Sexual violence: support and prevention. 

RESOURCES FOR YOU 

Faculty Mentoring Centre 

The goal of the Mentoring Centre is to help students with their academic and social well-being 
during their time at the University of Ottawa. Regardless of where a student stands academically, 
or how far along they are in completing their degree, the Mentoring Centre is there to help 
students continue on their path to success. 

A student may choose to visit the Mentoring Centre for very different reasons. Younger students 
may wish to talk to their older peers to gain insight into programs and services offered by the 
University, while older students may simply want to brush up on study and time management 
skills or learn about programs and services for students nearing the end of their degree. 

The Mentoring Centre offers a place for students to talk about concerns and problems that they 
might have in any facet of their lives. While students are able to voice their concerns and problems 
without fear of judgment, mentors can garner further insight in issues unique to students and find 
a more practical solution to better improve the services that the Faculty of Social Sciences offers, 
as well as the services offered by the University of Ottawa. 

http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/ontario-human-rights-code
http://www.ohrc.on.ca/en/ontario-human-rights-code
https://www.uottawa.ca/respect/en/complaints
https://www.uottawa.ca/respect/en/complaints
https://sass.uottawa.ca/en/counselling
https://www.seuo-uosu.com/resources-for-from-the-black-community/
https://www.seuo-uosu.com/resources-for-from-the-black-community/
https://www.seuo-uosu.com/services/centre-for-students-with-disabilities/
https://www.seuo-uosu.com/services/r-i-s-e/
https://www.seuo-uosu.com/services/r-i-s-e/
https://www.seuo-uosu.com/services/womxns-resource-centre/
https://www.seuo-uosu.com/services/pride-centre/
mailto:car.arc.uottawa@gmail.com
https://www.uottawa.ca/indigenous/about-us
about:blank
https://www.uottawa.ca/respect/fr/politiques-reglements/accessibilite
https://www.uottawa.ca/sexual-violence-support-and-prevention/
https://socialsciences.uottawa.ca/mentoring/
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Academic Writing Help Centre 

At the AWHC, you will learn how to identify, correct and ultimately avoid errors in your writing 
and become an autonomous writer. In working with our Writing Advisors, you will be able to 
acquire the abilities, strategies and writing tools that will enable you to: 

• Master the written language of your choice  

• Expand your critical thinking abilities  

• Develop your argumentation skills  

• Learn what the expectations are for academic writing  

Counselling Services 

There are many reasons to take advantage of the Counselling Service. We offer: 

• Personal counselling 

• Career counselling 

• Study skills counselling 

Human Rights Office 

Mandate 

To provide leadership in the creation, implementation and evaluation of policies, procedures and 
practices on diversity, inclusion, equity, accessibility and the prevention of harassment and 
discrimination. 

Contact information 

 1 Stewart St. (Main Floor – Room 121) - Tel.: 613-562-5222 / Email: respect@uOttawa.ca  

Academic Accommodations Service 

Students who have a disability or functional limitation and who need adaptive measures (changes 
to the physical setting, arrangements for exams, learning strategies, adaptive technologies, etc.) 
to progress or participate fully in university life should contact Academic Accommodations 
Service by: 

1. email at adapt@uottawa.ca or by calling at 613-562-5976; 
2. logging into the Academic Accommodations Portal (Ventus) and completing the intake 

form 

The Academic Accommodations Service offers services and implements measures to break down 
barriers to learning for students with physical or mental health issues, visual impairments or 
blindness, hearing impairments or deafness, permanent or temporary disabilities, or learning 
disabilities. 

Deadlines for submitting requests for adaptive measures during exams 
• midterms, tests, deferred exams: seven business days before the exam, test or other written 

evaluation (excluding the day of the exam itself 

• final exams:  
o November 15 for the fall session 
o March 15 for the winter session 

https://sass.uottawa.ca/en/writing
https://sass.uottawa.ca/en/personal
https://www.uottawa.ca/respect/en
mailto:respect@uOttawa.ca
http://sass.uottawa.ca/en/access
https://saea.uottawa.ca/site/index.php?option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&subid=547&urlid=3118&mailid=668&Itemid=3600
https://saea.uottawa.ca/site/index.php?option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&subid=547&urlid=3118&mailid=668&Itemid=3600
mailto:adapt@uottawa.ca
https://saea.uottawa.ca/site/index.php?option=com_acymailing&ctrl=url&subid=547&urlid=3119&mailid=668&Itemid=3600
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o Seven business days before the date of the exam for the spring/summer session 
(excluding the day of the exam itself).  

Career Development Centre 

Career Development Centre offers various services and resources in career development to 
enable you to recognize and enhance the employability skills you need in today’s world of work.  

Campus Activities 

Student events aimed at fulfilling all sorts of student needs. 

 

 

uoSatisfACTION 

SHAKE THINGS UP! 

Do you have any comments on your university experience or suggestions on how to improve it? 

Tell us! 

 

 

BEWARE OF ACADEMIC FRAUD! 
Academic fraud is an act committed by a student to distort the marking of assignments, tests, 
examinations, and other forms of academic evaluation. Academic fraud is neither accepted nor 
tolerated by the University. Anyone found guilty of academic fraud is liable to severe academic 
sanctions. 

Here are a few examples of academic fraud: 

• engaging in any form of plagiarism or cheating; 

• presenting falsified research data; 

• handing in an assignment that was not authored, in whole or in part, by the student;  

• submitting the same assignment in more than one course, without the written consent of 
the professors concerned. 

In recent years, the development of the Internet has made it much easier to identify academic 
plagiarism. The tools available to your professors allow them to trace the exact origin of a text on 
the Web, using just a few words. 

In cases where students are unsure whether they are at fault, it is their responsibility to consult 
the Writing and Style Guide for University Papers and Assignments. 

Persons who have committed or attempted to commit (or have been accomplices to) academic 
fraud will be penalized. Here are some examples of the academic sanctions, which can be 
imposed: 

• a grade of “F” for the assignment or course in question; 

• an additional program requirement of between 3 and 30 credits; 

• suspension or expulsion from the Faculty. 

For more information, refer to the Student’s Guide to Academic Integrity and the Academic 
Integrity Website (Office of the Provost and Vice-President, Academic Affairs). 

http://www.sass.uottawa.ca/careers/
https://www.uottawa.ca/communitylife/
https://www.uottawa.ca/vice-president-academic/satisfaction?p=2
https://socialsciences.uottawa.ca/students/undergraduate/writing-style-guide
https://www.uottawa.ca/vice-president-academic/sites/www.uottawa.ca.vice-president-academic/files/academic-integrity-students-guide.pdf
https://www.uottawa.ca/vice-president-academic/academic-integrity
https://www.uottawa.ca/vice-president-academic/academic-integrity

